
Site and Excavations: In selecting a site, 
be sure the water table is low enough so it 
will never flood the filter.  To install fully in 
the ground, excavate dimensions 34” deep 
by 6’ wide by 10’ long.  A 3’ (ADA)  
diameter by 58” deep soak hole should be 
dug 2’ from the back of the digester 

Dimensions:

Excavation: 34” deep x 72” wide by 
120 in long

Interior dimensions of the digester: 46” 
wide x 94” long

Filtrate chamber: ~ 4”-6” deep with 
perimeter dimensions same as 
digester

Digester height from filter: 3 blocks 8” 
high ~24”
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The bottom slab can be 64 in x 114 
in x 2 in thick sloped 1.5 in front to 
back. This will accommodate the 
range of block sizes to be found at 
the local Lowes or HD. The 
excavation can be 6 in extra on 
each dimension to facilitate 
fabricating  the digester box .  

ADA Compliant

A soak hole must be dug to a depth of 2’ below 
the filtrate pipe approximately 2’ from the rear 
of the digester.  To accommodate up to 25 uses 
per day in the soak hole area should be the 
equivalent of a ~ 3’ in diameter hole for the 
ADA Compliant system. 

The soak hole should be filled with 
rocks and stone or concrete rubble with 
the largest pieces on the bottom and 
smaller pieces and gravel at the top.  



The filtrate chamber is best made of solid cement blocks (4” x 8” x 16”) 
placed on their side; alternatively, 2 standard solid cement bricks may 
be used or hollow blocks may be used as shown.

Blocks should be placed at the joints of the 2’ x 4’ grates for additional 
support.  Grates can be concatenated with heavy duty tie wraps

The filter is assembled in layers.  From bottom to top these are: Grate 
assembly, ½” x ½“ mesh, the blue filter blanket, and lastly two layers of 
mosquito netting 



Lay 3 layers of blocks, cement in the multilayer filter
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Add hay, compost and worms


